Trinity Presbyterian Church
2125 Tower Drive
Woodbury, MN 55125
651-738-0045

Find us on Facebook
or on our website:
www.trinitywoodbury.org

Trinity Welcomes Baby Jason!
Jason Aborungong has arrived!
Born: March 19, 2021
Congratulations to Nche, Emmaculate, Ethan & Giftson!
It is with sadness for
her passing but joy for
her life, that we announce the peaceful
passing of Bev Handy on
April 24, 2021.

Into your hands O merciful Savior, we commend your
servant, Bev. Acknowledge, we pray, a sheep of your
own fold, a lamb of your own flock, a sinner of your own
redeeming. Enfold her in the arms of your mercy, in the
blessed rest of everlasting peace, and in the glorious
company of the saints in light. Amen.

An Invitation From Pastor April
I report with great joy that I have completed the two of three dimensions of
my final project for my Executive Certificate in Religious Fundraising. The first
dimension was an ecumenical conversation between Sister Mary Luke Jones,
Beech Grove, Indiana, Rabbi Ashley Berns-Chafetz, Los Angeles, California, and
I, about generosity in our unique ministry contexts. This recorded zoom conversation is accessible through the “Meet Our Team” button on the Trinity Website and
then click on the blog link in Pastor April bio paragraph. The second dimension of
my project was a 10-week series of Prayer-Full Pauses on Wednesdays about
generosity and stewardship which were grounded in scripture. These short 10minute videos can be viewed on Trinity’s Facebook page and on Trinity’s website
under the “Get Connected” dropdown list, then select Prayer-Full Pause.
The final facet of my project is very congregation specific and I need your
help to make it a success. I’m looking for people and families to be recorded on
video describing their understanding and experience of generosity. I have three
simple questions for you to consider; How do you define generosity? How did
you learn to be generous? In what ways are you generous? My hope is to use
the videos over the course of the year to create an opportunity for people to see
and hear one another discuss generosity in what becomes a spiritual experience
to deepen relationships with God and each other. Please contact me or the office
to select a time to stop by and be recorded. Thank you in advance for your support and participation. I’m eager to hear from all of you.
Grace to you, and peace, Pastor April

Trinity Thanks YOU!
On World Communion Sunday, October 3, 2020, your donations for the Peace and Global Witness offering were
collected. As a result of your generosity, your Peace &
Global Witness donations have purchased a Mzuzu drill!
What is a Mzuzu drill? Manual drills like the Mzuzu can be constructed by local laborers using locally-sourced materials, making these tools practical and
effective in accessing clean water. They also provide a more cost-effective,
safe alternative to hand-digging wells. Mzuzu drill cost: $115.00.
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UPDATE:
Deacon Meeting
Sunday, 5/2, 9:15 am
Via Zoom

Actual program donations for 2021 through
February: $56,142
Budgeted program
donations through the
month:
$54,125
Difference +$2,017

“Tuesdays @ 2” from 2:00 - 3:00 pm
New Topic: Recognizing God’s Grace
The participant guides have arrived. Please stop by Trinity to pick yours up
during office hours. The cost is $7 each. I did order one extra if you didn't
order one but want to participate. We plan to begin Tuesday May 4th @ 2
p.m. Let me know if you have any questions. And thank you for all of your
input in choosing this next study!
Description: Through Scripture, history, theology and practical life examples, this study examines grace in the Bible, throughout Christian history

Details: Gather via Zoom to study the Bible. This Bible study meets from
2:00-3:00 pm. Please feel free to contact Pastor April with any questions.
Join Trinity for…
The Letter of
Paul to the
Philippians

“Spiritual Nourishment for All”
The Letter of Paul to the Philippians
This 5 session study is on Sundays following worship.
We meet from 11:45-12:45. All ages are welcome!

“Prayer-Full Pause”
Wednesdays at 12:00 pm Live!
Details: 10 minutes of prayer-full pause on Trinity's Facebook page through
Facebook Live. The prayer-full pause will also be saved on Trinity's Facebook
page on Trinity's website: https://www.trinitywoodbury.org/videos

Trinity’s new website
has officially launched!
Be sure to stop in and
check it out!

Can I donate to Trinity Presbyterian Church from my IRA and get tax advantages?
Donations to Trinity Presbyterian Church are QCD is a direct transfer of funds from your
tax deductible like gifts to many or most non- IRA custodian, payable to a qualified charity,
profit organizations. However, changes to the such as Trinity Presbyterian Church. QCDs
tax laws a couple of years ago increased the can be counted toward your RMD for the
standard deduction amounts (and eliminated year, as long as certain rules are met. In adthe personal exemption amounts) to the point dition to the benefits of giving to charity, a
that for many (or perhaps most) taxpayers to- QCD excludes the amount donated from taxtal itemized deductions are now less than the able income, which is unlike regular withstandard deduction.
drawals from an IRA. This can keep your taxMany of us who are retired depend on using able income lower and therefore lower the ina portion of our savings in Individual Retire- come tax owed. Also, QCDs don’t require
ment Accounts (IRA) to use for living expens- that you itemize which means you can still
es including donations to the church and oth- use the higher standard deduction under the
er non-profits. Those owners of IRAs who are current tax law. This is part of the tax code
age 72 or greater have a Required Minimum that doesn’t seem to get much publicity.
Distribution (RMD) that must be taken from
If you would like to take advantage of this or
your IRA as taxable income, even if you don’t to get more information as to how it might
need those funds.
lower your taxes, please contact your IRA
For those who are at least 70½ the tax laws custodian. Ask them about how a Qualified
provide a way to make your charitable dona- Charitable Distribution may help you.

tions from your IRA without having those
funds become taxable income. This is called
a Qualified Charitable Distribution (QCD). A

Your Generosity & Finance Committee - Lee Houck,
Chair, John Griffiths, Jay Wilkinson, Dan Freeman
(Treasurer), and Stephanie Hoekstra (Financial Secretary)

Trinity Presbyterian Program Financial Summary

Thru month of

Mar-21

Month Actual

YTD Actual

YTD Budget

Annual Budget

Total Program Donations

$17,265.98

$56,141.99

$54,125.04

$216,500.52

Total Program Expenditures

$17,749.23

$47,535.10

$57,746.64

$230,115.14

Donations Less Expenses

($483.25)

$8,606.89

($3,621.60)

($13,614.62)

Checking Roll Forward Add

$1,135.00

$3,405.00

$3,405.00

$13,620.00

Income Less Expenses

$651.75

$12,011.89

($216.60)

$5.38

Mortgage Fund Donations

$9,730.32

$20,051.05

Mortgage Expense

$6,269.32

$18,807.96

Mortgage Balance

$241,032.80
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Would You Like to Help?
Cherish our Church! Join Trinity for a
SPRING CLEAN-UP DAY on Saturday May
15th from 9-12. There are both indoor and outdoor projects available, but mostly outdoors.
Join us as we show the church and property
some love and care. Please contact Pastor
April if you are willing to help. Thank you!

Clerk’s
Corner
By Jay Wilkinson
Highlights of Session meetings:
Easter Sunday included 37 people in the sanctuary including those presenting worship. As
more members become fully vaccinated, we expect to begin to get closer to in-person
worship as it was before March of last year. Online registration is still needed to attend
presently.
Also, as the weather gets better, we are planning to resume drive-in worship, including communion, beginning on May 30.
The Nominating Committee is beginning to search for people to serve Trinity in various ways,
such as Elders and Deacons. If you receive a contact from them, please prayerfully consider service to Trinity.
Treasurer Dan Freeman has reported that we have begun 2021 with a surplus. Two months
is not indicative a trend, but it is a good sign that our finances are stable.
Our mortgage with our lender, Lake Elmo Bank, has been refinanced. The bank has agreed,
for a modest fee, to reduce our interest rate from 4.75% to 4.0% and to give us the flexibility to reduce our current monthly payments by more than 25%. We plan to keep our
payments the same and pay off the mortgage earlier with less interest, but with flexibility
to reduce our payments if those funds are needed elsewhere in the church.
The Session approved a recommendation from the Building & Grounds Committee to hire a
contractor to continue the replacement of the siding on the church building. When completed, we will have about 25-30% remaining to be replaced.
The Mission & Action Committee is planning a tour on May 11 of “Every Meal”, a non-profit in
Roseville that provides meals to thousands and that we have helped support. All members are encouraged to consider attending. More detail is elsewhere in this newsletter.
The March financial reports showed a small surplus in the month and a reasonable surplus
year-to-date. Thank you for your continued faithfulness to Trinity’s operations and mission!
As always, the Session appreciates each member and encourages feedback on the mission
and ministry of Trinity Presbyterian Church.
-Jay Wilkinson, Clerk of Session
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The Mission Committee is going on a “field trip!
Please join us!
On May 11th at 10am we will be driving to Roseville to tour the “Every Meal” facility. Every
Meal, formerly called The Sheridan Project, has as it’s mission statement: Fighting Child
Hunger. They secure packaged food, pack it and deliver it to bridge the food gaps that children face when they do not get subsidized or free food when school is in session.
They currently provide meals to over 10,000 children across 300 schools. They hope to be able to increase the
schools served to 550 by September 2021.
Every Meal is a local mission that Trinity is supporting. We are very excited to have this opportunity to look at
the operation and to learn more specifics about this remarkable non-profit.
If you are able to join us, please let Kathie Wilkinson know by phone 952-412-2048 or email
kaw7603@gmail.com.
We will meet at the church on the 11th at 9:20am. The distance to the facility is 30 minutes drive time. The time
for the tour and questions is 45-60 minutes.
The address is: Every Meal, 2723 Patton Road, Roseville, MN 55113

Youth Local Mission 2021
When: Monday, June 14 -Thursday, June 17 from 10 am to 5 pm
What: We will worship, learn, and serve with youth from New Life Presbyterian
Church in Roseville and Trinity Presbyterian Church in Woodbury. We will reflect
on how partnering with God in loving service will transform the Twin Cities and
the world making earth more like heaven. We will serve “Every Meal”, “First Nations Kitchen” and other local missions. We will tour and learn from local leaders including George
Floyd Square, Holy Trinity Lutheran Church, Native Americans, Salvation Army’s Booth Brown House
and Lilly Springs Farm. We will explore justice, stewardship and sustainability. Participants will be
commissioned on Sunday, June 13 at a 10 am worship. Participants will share about their local mission experience during worship on June 27 at 10 am worship.
Where: Each day we will gather for worship at North, New Life or Trinity Presbyterian Church and
then transportation will be provided to the various local mission sites.
Who: Youth who are in currently in grades 6-12 or age 12-18.
How: Sign up with Pastor April trinitywoodburypastor@gmail.com no later than May 7th.
Leaders: Pastor’s April, Riz and James with an additional adult from each church.
Cost: Total Cost per youth will be $200, each youth participant is expected to pay $100 and Trinity will
contribute $100 per youth. $100 is payable by check to Trinity Presbyterian Church no later than May
7th. If this is a financial hardship contact Pastor April and a scholarship will be provided. This fee covers all expenses for each day, including lunch, and donations to the missions we serve. (The church
and fundraisers will cover the balance of expenses)
Questions: Contact Pastor April 651.738.0045.

The Deacons Have Launched A Simplified

Crockery Cooking Ministry!
In an effort to make meal preparation easier for those
willing to help with food support for congregation members in need of meals, the Deacons have launched a
variation of the old program called the Crockery Cooking Ministry. To simplify the program members would
only be asked to provide a simple main dish and no
sides. Simple meals such as soups, chilis or other sim-

ple meals that you are already making for your own
families will be encouraged. Volunteers could also provide a frozen entree from a store or takeout fare if they
get into a time crunch and want to help out.
Would you like to help with this important ministry? Do you need a meal? Have Questions? Please
Contact Judy Houck, Deacon Moderator
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Presbyterian Mission Thanks You!
Dear Stated Clerk,
Happy Easter! Christ is Risen! Alleluia! Alleluia! On behalf of Presbyterian Mission, thank you for your congregation’s commitment to the
ministry of Jesus Christ through the Presbyterian Mission Agency.
Your gift makes a difference in the lives of people here in the United States and
abroad in over 70 different countries. We are encouraged by God’s faithfulness,
signaled by the recent support we have received from you. Because of you, the
world is waking up to new possibilities in Jesus Christ.
The generosity of your congregation has provided the following support: On
March 30, 202, we received $645.00 for CJ999999 - Christmas Joy Offering.
Thank you for your commitment and partnership in furthering God’s mission
around the world. Please let me know how I can support your efforts.
Yours in Christ, Bill McConnell, Mission Engagement Advisor

JudeAborungong

TRINITY BIRTHDAYS

Victor Tambi
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